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I
THE AIMS OF THE SOVIET UNION
Mr. Chairman and Delegates. Quite a number of delegates
have spoken here on the question of the reduction of ar-
maments. The Soviet delegation notes with satisfaction that
the majority of the speakers took a favourable stand on
this proposal. Hence, it may be considered the dominating
opinion among the United Nations that the reduction of
armaments must be begun.
As to the different individual statements, I must dwell,
first of all, on those of Sir Hartley Shawcross, the British
delegate. His position is somewhat contradictory. On the
one hand, Sir Hartley may 'be understood as speaking, like
other delegates, in favour of our adopting a decision on the
general reduction of armaments; on the other hand, how-
ever, his speeches betray profound displeasure at the fact
that this question has been brought up before the Gen-
eral Assembly. That is the only possible explanation of
the torrent of doubts and suspicions that comes pouring
forth when he talks and warns us about the possibilities
317